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The equilibrium state of a system is in general a state of rest. However, if one looks under great 

magnification one sees that there are always spontaneous microscopic fluctuations about this 

state. These fluctuations are what are also sometimes called noise. The fluctuation-dissipation 

theorem tells us how to calculate the spectrum of these fluctuation. Most physicists have at least 

heard of the theorem, but few seem to know exactly what it is or how it is used. My aim will be 

to do just that; describe what the theorem is and to illustrate how it is to be used. 

 

 

 
 

• Alumni in the news from Business Report: Executive Spotlight Q&A: Leslie Austin 

(Mock) 
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• LSU Science Cafe - Stellar Explosions and Stardust: Register at http://bit.ly/2jqCAqL Dr. 

Catherine Deibel will share the story of the birth of the universe, stellar explosions and 

how we are all "stardust" in this fascinating talk about our connection to the 

Cosmos. Doors open at 5 p.m. for free food and networking, and the talk will start at 6 

p.m. Remember, people of all ages are welcome, so please spread the word and join us 

for a fun and informative night!  

 

 
 

• Saturday Science, "Bayou Corne: Bubbles and Troubles" by Dr. Carol Wicks of the LSU 

Geology and Geophysics Department (see attached flyer below) 

 When: Saturday, December 2, 2017, 10:00-11:00 AM 

 Where: Room 130 Nicholson Hall, LSU 

  

• Landolt Observatory Public Observing: Full Moon 

 When: Saturday, December 2, 2017 7:00 - 8:00 PM 

 Where: Nicholson Hall roof - Landolt Observatory 

 

 

http://www.lsu.edu/research/news/LSU-science-cafe.php
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https://www.lsu.edu/science/geology/people/faculty/wicks.php
https://www.lsu.edu/physics/about/observatory.php
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